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RESIDUES  OF  THE  ISLAMIC  RELIGION  AND  METHODS  FOR 
■  ELIMINATING  THEM ; 

/"Following  is  the  translation  of  an  article  by  S.M, 
”  Gadzhiyev  and  N.K.  Kuliyev  ;in  Voprosy  Filo.s_ofiJ:^ 
No.  5,  May  1961,  pages  159“162. 


'  The  All-Russia  Scientific-Theoretical  Conference,  devoted  to 
the  problem  of  residues  of  the  Islamic  religion  and  to  methods  for 
eliminating  them  took  place  at  the  end  of  1960  in  Makhachkala.  This 
conference  was  convened  on  the  initiative  of  the  Dagestan  State 
University.iroeni  V.I,  Lenina  and  the  Dagestan  society  for  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  political  and  scientific  knowledge..  The  conference 
included  the.  participation  of  instructors  from  higher  educational  . 
institutions,  representatives  from  the  society  for  the  dissemination 
of  political  and  scientific  knowledge*  party  and  soviet  workers, 
production  leaders,  teachers,  writers  and  workers  from  scientific 
institutions  located  in  Moscow,  Kiev,  the  Azerbaijan  and  Turkmen  SSR, 
the  Dagestan,  Kabardinian-Balkar ,  Severo-Ossetian,  Chechen-Ingus  , 
and  the  Tatar  ASSR,  as  well  as  from  those  in  the  Adygeysicaya  and 
Karachevo-Cherkesskaya  autonomous  oblasts,  and  the  Stavropol  skiy 
and  Krasnodarskiy  krays  and  the  Ul’yanovskaya  and  Pensenskaya 

oblasts— a  total  of  450  persons.  ...  r 

The  conference  was  opened  by  R.A.B,  El*darova,  secretary  0 
the  Dagestan  oblast  committee  CPSU.  In  her  introductory  speech  she 
stressed  that  the  conference  must  extend  considerable  assistance  to 
workers  on  the  ideological  front,  that  it  must  provide  atheist- 
lecturers  with  specific  material  for  conducting  scientific-atheistic 
propaganda  on  the  basis  of  the  latest  achievements  of  science,  tech¬ 
nology  and  of  the  natural  sciences,  and  that, it  must  generalize  the 
experience  that  has  been  accumulated  by  the  local  organizations  in 
the  accomplishment  of  this  work  among  the  toilers. 

The  participants  of  the  conference  heard  a  number  of  reports. 
A.L.  Letifov,  candidate  of  historical  sciences,  chairman  of  the  pro¬ 
paganda  and  agitation  department  of  the  Dagestan  oblast  committee 
CPSU,  appeared  at  the  conference  with  a  report  entitled;  Problems 
Pertainine  to  Scientific-Atheistic  Propaganda  in  the  Light  of  a 
Resolution  by  the  Central  Committee  CPSU  »0n  the  Problems  of  Party 
Propaganda  Under  Current  Conditions.*"  The  speaker  po.inted  out  that 
the  execution  of  religious  rites  in  a  number  of  cases  is  accompanie 
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.y  .  Violation  of  laoov  and  Jf^^triivTaSKt:  pLlu!  . 

losses  to  the  national  -the  further  consolidation 

The  religious  survivals  are  a  preserve  bourgeois- 

of  friendship  among  the  peoples,  and  tend  to  prese 

nationalistic  moods.  nointed  out,  that  now  the 

It  is  commonly  known,  ^ /°^"efender  of  the  best 

clergy  is  attempting  to  kolkhoz  system  and  so  on. 

interests  of  the  Soviet  propaganda  must  b. 

In  order  to  be  effective,  scien  ^  consideration  for  the 

conducted  in  a  differentia  ec  ^  population  (women, 

interests-  peculiar  to  various  various  groups  of 

elderly  people,  youth,  children,  conducted  in  a 

workers,  and  bailable  means  for  an  ideological  in- 

systematic  manner*  All  the  oress,  motion  pictures, 

fluence  on  the  masses  "^^t  be  employed;  ncces- 

radio,  television,  a^ffr^s  of  ;ork.  Doctor  , 

sary  to  cmstantly  kI!  shave v~  chairman  of  the  Dagestan  ad- 

of  historical  sciences  f semination  of  political  and 
ministration  of  the  society  for  the  dissemina^  scientific- 

scientific  knoxvledge,  Yu.  .  a  .  .  of  the  society,  and 

atheistic  section  of  ^h%Adygeysk.y^departme^^ ^  instructor 

Candidate  Of  Historical  Scie  ^.f* the  Turkmen  State  University  iraeni 
of  the  Department  of  Philosophy  of  theTurkm^^^^^^^^ 

A.M.  Gor’kogo  all  presentee  repor  ^  conditions  existing  at 

of  scientific-atheistic  propaganda  under  the  cond.iti 

Dagestan,  Adygey  P'^^hnienia.  ,g-tures  presented  important 

^  of  whlS  "rof  great  significance 

theoretical  problems,  the  soi  remnants  of  the  Islamic  reli- 

in  a  successful  struggle  agains  s  M  Gadzhiyev,  chairman 

gi„„.  Candidate  of  rhiloaophical  Sciences  S  M.  Gadz  V  ; 

the  Department  of  Philosophy  ^titled  •■Ten- 

imenl  V.I.  ^nina  f°'  nodemiring  Islam  Under  the 

dencies  Manifested  by  the  Cle  gy  the  speaker 

Current  Conditions.  Tendenc  attempts  to  "coordinate 

pointed  out.  are  primarily  The  moslem  clergy  is 

?he  Islamic  religion  with  contemporary  dogma,” 

even  /^f^fll|fL"communism  and  love  of  god,"  "Compism 

r^rorcal:b^c*Lrence  of  god  ■■ 

Mohammed  are  now  g^ce,  dLocracy  and  socialism,"  and 

"Allah  leads  us  along  a  path  ot  peace, 

'so  o«-  .  ^  4.  r,f  the  clprp-v*s  tendency  to  modernize 

Another  important  facet  g„^\t tempt  of  the  servers 

Islam,  the  speaker  .f,,iiity  of  science  with  religion, 

of  the  cult  to  prove  the  ,ie-ev  man  ^vill  exper- 

According  to  the  faith  in  mysterious  forces  even  when  in 

ience  fear  and  maintain  h  there  as  much  as  he  does 

cosmic  space;  S  M  Gadzhiyev  stressed  that  almost 

on  earth.  In  addition  to  that  S.M.  Gaazniyev 
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all  the  directors  of  religious  administrations  are  now  attempting  to 
be  well  informed  regatding  the  latest  scientific  developments.  A 
large  majority  of  the  rank  and  file  servers  of  the  cult  who  are  less 
educated  or  totally  uneducated  try  to  steer  avray  from  natural 

A  tendency  to  modernize  Islam,  the  speaker  stressed,  serves 
as  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  clergy  is  attempting  to.  save  Islam 
from  the  onslaught  of  scientific  atheism  and  the  present  day  achieve¬ 
ments  of  science,  to  adapt  it  to  the  new  requirements  commensurate 

vdth  public  development.  : ;  j;  . 

The  report  entitled  "A  Critique  of  the  Sociological  Dogmas _of 
■  the ’Koran”  was  presented,  by  Assistant  Professor  and  a  Candidate  o 
Philosophical  Sciences  M.A.  Abdulayev  of  the  Dagestan  State  University 
iroeni  V.I.  Lenina.  All  the  dogmas  of  the  moslem  reigious  teachings 
^ are  p  meated  with  a  spirit  of  subservience,  said  the  speaker;  t  e 
'  very .word  "Islam”  means  "obedience  ”  A  division  of  the  socity  into 

•  opposing  classes, the  domination  of  one  class:  over  another,  and  the 

.  cruel  exploitation  and  slavery  are  explained  by  the.  Koran  as  natural 
phenomena  emanating  from  Allah,  In  asserting  that-”all  power  comes 
’.from  god"  and  demanding  submission  to  the  authorities,  the  Koran 
weaves  a  myth  about  the  "divine"  nature  of  the  oppressors  around 

fhose  who  are  being  exploited  by  faith,  :  ;  .  .  ■ 

The  lecturer  also  pointed  out  that  the  Koran  teaches.-, tha 
"everything  is  within  god’s  power,”  that  all  living  things,  including 
man,  act,  live  and  die  "according  to  god’s  will,”  "in  accordance  with 
*'a  book  which. determines  his  fate."  The  Koran  therefore  negates  the 
significance  of  man’s  will  power  and  transforms  it  into  a  blind  toy 
in  the  hands  of  an  "almighty.”  .  Af  the  same  time,  in  contradiction 
-to  that  basic  contention,  all. the  negative  deeds  of  man  (from  the 
religious  point  of  view),  the  Koran  attributes  to  man’s  "evil  will. 

■  '..From  the  above  it  is  evident  that  the  sociological  dogmas  or 
the  Koran  bear  a  reactionary  character.  Therefore  the  knowledge  and 
an  exposure  of  these  dogmas  is  ’of  a'great  theoretical  and  practical 

significance.  .  ^ 

*.’A- critique  of  religious  understanding  of  justice,  duty, 
’conscience  and  honor”— that  was  the  them -of  a  report  giyen  by  A. A. 

•  Katayev,  a  post-graduate  student  at  the  Institute  of  Philosophy  or 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  USSR.  A  favorite  argument,  constantly  used 
by  the  servers  of  the  cult  in  order  to  justify  religion  and  its 
foundations,  is  a  reference  to  the  fact  that  without  religion  peop  e 
will  perish  in  vice,  that  only  the  fear  of  god’s  wrath  keeps  man 
within  the  bounds  of  morality.  Just  as  any  other  religion  Islam 
declares  its  teachings  as  unchanging  in  time  and  applicable  to  a 
•  since  they  allegedly  emanate  from  god  and  therefore  a  violation  of 
those  rules  is  tantamount  to  the  commission  of  evil,  of  a  sin.  But 

life  contradicts  that.  ^ 

The  current  interpretation  of  moral  behavior  and  morals  in 
general  is  most  vividly  stressed  by  the  historical  evolution:  of  moral 
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categories.  Being  heirs  of  everything  progressive  that  v;as  evolved 
by  man  over  the  preceding  period,  the  Soviet  people  have  given  new 
meaning  to  the  moral  categories:  justice,  duty,  honor,  conscience, 
and  so  on.  The  communist  understanding  of  duty  and  honor  has  nothing 
in  common  with  the  mystical  interpretation  of  religious  duty  and 
honor,  just  as  there  is  nothing  in  common  bettveen  the  "god  s  way, 
leading  to  the  world  beyond,  and  the  communist  way,  which  leads  to  a 

happy  future  on  earth.  «  uV-.-.- 

Many  speakers  dwelled  on  the  theoretical  and  practical  problems 

associated  with  the  influence  of  the  Islamic  religion  on  the  daily 
life  of  the  people.  A.V.  Avksent»yev,  senior  instructor  of  the  ^ 
Department  of  Thilosophy  of  the  Stavropol  Pedagogical  Institute,  and 
a  Candidate  of  Philosophical  Sciences  made  a  report  on  the  theme  The 
Islamic  Religion  and  Daily  Life.’!  The  lecturer  stressed  that  a  ^ 
major  portion  of  the  population  of  Northern  Caucausus  manifests  not 
orthodox  moslem  but  religious  remnants  of  daily  life  associated  vnth 
Islam.  The  koran  and  the  suntfa  regulate  the  behavior  of  a  moslem  in 
society,  in  the  family,  determine  his  moral  principles  and  convictions. 
Islam  created  many  rites  and  festivals -.which  became  firmly  entrenched 
in  the  daily  life  of  the  moslems  due  to  the  traditions  which  are  many 

centuries  old.  ^ 

. :  The  speaker  pointed  out  that  in  the  past,  the  adats  were  quite 

widespread  (the  common  right  of  the  mountain  people  to  regulate  the 
family  relationships,  marriage  rites  and  so  on  along  with  the  shariat). 
Certain  adats  and  remnants  of  the  shariat  are  still  widespread  among 
a  portion  of  the  popul^ion.  They  are  dangerous  because  people  who 
are. not  fully  cognizant  unconsciously  (and  the  elements  animose  to 
Soviet  society— consciously)  attempt  to  present  these  remnants  as 

national  characteristics  and  traditions. 

"The  Danger  From  Islamic  Rites  and  Festivals  Under  Conditions 
of  Building  a  Communist  Society”— that  was  the  title  of  a  lecture 
delivered  by  Candidate  of  Philosophical  Sciences  N.K.  Kuliyev,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Department  of  Philosophy  and  Law  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
Turkmen  SSR,  According  to  the  shariat,  said  the  lecturer,  the  faith¬ 
ful  must  observe  various  religious  rites  and  festivals  without  fail 
regardless  of  how  burdensome  they  are.  Basically  these  rites  consis 
of  a  recognition  that  there  is  no  god  except  Allah,  and  Mohammed  is 
the  prophet  of  Allah;  in  observing  a  fast  during  the  month;  in  the 
recitation  of  prayers  (namaz)  five  times  daily;  in  the  religious 
gifts  (zyakat);  in  the  compulsory,  even  though  once  in  a  lifetime, 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca  for  the  fulfillment  of  a  religious  rite  of 

sacrifice  (kurban-bayraro).  . 

Further  on  the  basis  of  convincing  examples  the  lecturer  pointed 

out  the  harm  which  is  caused  by  these  rites  to  the  health  of  the 
workers  and  to  their  daily  life,  how  they  dim  the  consciousness  of 
the  faithful,  hinder  their  further  cultural  development  and  thereby 
interfere  with  the  matter  of  building  communism. 

One  of  the  barbaric  rituals  prescribed  by  Islam,  stated  the 
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lecturer,  is  circumcision  (sunnet).  There  are  a  number  . 

points  regarding  its  origin.  There  is 

ihe  lov,est  stage  of  man's  development  oiroumcision  s^tved  a.  a  sig 
indicating  his  member 'ship  in  the  various  segments  J  ‘'f . 

^iSn  ?s1rriotlV&^^^^ 

profit.  Not  infrecuently^such  "operations"  lead 

Indz  general  infection,  as  well  as  to  the 

Later  N.K.  Kuliyev  d^velled  on^^the  content, 
struggle  against  dangerous  religious  rites  and 

srrugg  g  senior  instructor  of  the  Turkmen  State  Univer 

sity  imek*A.M;  Gor»kiy  presented  a  report  entitled 

ment  for  Enslaving  the  Woman."  In  stressing  the  successes  of 

economic  a^  cultural  f  feudal  ' 

l^^irure  *tr r5r"«:l  ftur*remai«.  In  certain  areas  '  They^are 

first  of  all  manifested  i"  »  I”"!;;!, ?!■!“, 

in  public-political  life,  in  the  limitation  of  f 
obtaining  an  education  and  in  a  generally  scornfu  a  .. 

the  \-roman*s  role  in  life.  _  v  \.+,*ii  mritn in' residues 

In  the  Central  Asian  republics,  which 
of  Islam  there  have  been  cases  vjhere  the  parents  teat  y  | 
len  aC^y  n  their  studies  and  give  them  away  n  -rrrage  while 

they  are  still  underage.  The  young  women 

msh  to  submit  to  the  degrading  f  ka^ym 

are  subiected  to  presecution  by  some  parents.  Polygamy  and  Kaiy 

form  a  part  of  the  feudal  :/J“5,f°""Lcessary 

ftiir  cnrialist  ideology  and  soviet  legality.  It  is  tnererur 

to  conduct  the  most  merciless  and  runish- 

instances  where  this  type  of  residues  are  manifested,  not  only  pun  s 

ing  the  guilty  in  accordance  with  the  laws,  but  evoking 

public  opinion  around  each  such  instance^^  which  Lcessary 

of  such  harmful  customs  and  traditions  of  the  pas  .  every 

not  only  to  improve  the  scientific-atheistic  propaganda  by  every 

possible  means,  but  to  seriously  undertake  matter  of  training 

?he  women’s  cadres,  and  to  promote  the  vK^men  for 

nartv  soviet,  economic  and  public  organizations,  in  kolkhoz  R^oauc 
rifn^’tnanifest  true  concern  over  an  improvement  in  living  stan¬ 
dards  and  the  cultural  level  of  the  wotnen.  .  at  the 

M  R.  Radzhabov,  the  senior  scientific 

ragrst\rilsrpresertL''frepfrffntiu£"The^ 

fukiScieS:rAi:  r-Lff 

Sciences  USSR)  devoted  his  report  to  the  theme—  The  y 
Islam." 
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in  addition  to  the  above  cited  scientific  reports,  the  parti¬ 
cipants  of  the  conference  had  the  occasion  to  also  become  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  reports  made  by  professor  A.M.Arsharuni  (Moscow) 
"K.  Marx  and  F.  Engels  on  Islam,”  L.I,  Klimovich  (Moscow)  The 
Holy  Cult  in  Islam,"  Doctors  of  Historical  Sciences  P.  Ye.  ^haytun 
(Stalinabad)— ”V.I.  Lenin  on  .  ’  '  Relationship  «ichReligion  and  Church, 
A.G.  Mansimov  (Baku)— "Remnants  of  the  Islamic  Religion  as  One  of 
the  Factors  Hindering  the  Consolidation  of  the  Socialist  Family, 

I.  Makatcva  (Makhachkala)”-"Certain  Problems  Pertaining  to  the 
Essence  of  the  ’Holy'  Cult  in  Dagestan,"  M.  Vagabova  (Makhachkala)-  - 
"The  Attitude  of  the  Moslem  Religion  to  Woman,”  and  P,  Makhmudova 
(Baku)— "Shkhsey— Vakhsey  and  the  Harm  it  Causes.  +  +», 

The  reports  broughtanimated  response  from  the  delegates  at  the 
conference.  The  majority  of  the  delegates  approved  both  the  general 
trend  of  the  conference  and  its  specific  thematic  content,  which  was 
proposed  for  discussion*  A  number  of  valuable  remarks  and  sugges¬ 
tions  were  expressed,  which  would  be  conducive  to  an  improvement  in 
the  work  concerning  the  atheistic  education  of  the  workers. 

In  his  report  Z.  Kli.  Khaliulin  (Tatar  ASSR)  shared  the 
ience  acquired  by  lecturing  atheists  dn  their  work  with  the  faithfu 

in  the  city  of  Zelenodel’sk. 

B.  Kh.  Tsavkilov  (Nal’chik),  Deputy  Director  of  the  Kabar- 
dinian-Balkaria  Scientific  Research  Institute  told  about  how  in 
Kabardinian-Balkaria  most  of  the  women,  even  though  they  clearly  do 
not  manifest  their  religiousness,  still  remain  religious.  A  servile 
position  of  the  mountain  country  vraman  is  noted  in  certain  families; 
she  does  not  eat  her  meals  at  the  same  table  with  the  men,  she  cannot 
eat  meat  from  any  animal  slaughtered  by  someone  of  another  faith,  and 
so  on.  All  this  is  not  insignificant;  serious  and  extensive  work 
must  be  done  with  those  people.  B.  Kh.  Tsavkilov  pointed  out  the 
necessity  of  publishing  a  popular  scientific-atheistic  magazine  in 

North  Caucausus.  ^  .  .  .. 

V.V.  Kolobkov  (Kiev  State  University)  discussed  the  reasons 

for  the  viability  of  the  religious  residues.  What  makes  man  believe 
in  god?  Usually  it  is  some  misfortune,  sickness  or  loneliness.  Per¬ 
sonal  tragedy  is  always  accompanied  by  nervous  disorders ,, he  pointed 
out.  This  is  exploited  by  the  clergy.  Another  reason,  according  to 
him*  'is  a  person’s  detachment  from  the  collective.  _  ^  ' 

V.P.  Dzagurova  (Dagestan  State  University)  criticized  those 
who  mix  national  traditions  with  residues  of  Islamism.  She  stated 
that  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  good  traditions  from  harmful  and 

reactionary  ones.  ^  v  „ 

G.  Mamedly,  S.  Imam-zade,  Efendiyev  (Baku),  F.  Urasmanov 

(Ul’yanovskaya  oblast),  and  N.  Shakhbanov  (Dagestan  ASSR)  shared 
their  experience  in  the  atheistic  education  of  the  population  with 
the  delegates.  In  their  reports  they  talked  of  the  inadequacies  ■ 
characterizing  literature  on  the  scientific  criticism  of  Islamic 
ideology  and  suggested  the  publication  of  a  separate  book  on  the 


-6- 


material  yielded  by  the  conference.  °f  language 

-^loua  eecta  and  trenda 

s/yfH:i:idiwTosnhr:?h:rstrr/ihr^^^^ 

struggle  against  the  religious  tenets  of  the  existing  reactionary 

sects  of  nakshibenda  and  kadirist.  ^  ,,i4.v,  er,-<»nt  interest; 

A  report  delivered  by  K.  Ikraraov  was  heard  g^eat 

his  report  dealt  with  the  work  of  the  editorial  Doara 
"^“^"""Thrconference'adopted  the  proposed 

to  intensify  the  work  of  eliminating  the  ^  ®  criticizing 

An  exhibit  of  scientific  and  artistic 
Islam  as  well  as  photographic  exhibits  on  such  themes  a 
Essence  of  Islam”  and  "Science  and  Religion”  vvas  etical 

Dagestan  State  Universitysibo  of  Sc  entific-Theore^ 

Conference  devoted  to  the  problem  of  residues  of  Islamic^re  g 
and  to  methods  of  eliminating  them.  Pour  of  the  dxsp  y 

showed  the  work  being  ®ocomplished  by^the  oblast  newspape^^^^^^ 

scientific-atheistic  propaganda,  colorfully  execu  e  harmful 

dsiplayed  condemning  the  remnants  of  Islam,  shariat 

adats. 
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